
The modern courtroom and its layout are descended from ancient England.  There was a time when the circuit 
Judge was also the Tax Collector.  You can imagine the degree of affection afforded that person.  The judges 
would have the “bailiffs” hold up tree trunks to keep the local citizens from charging him.  That practice is still 
in play today, in semblance, with the bar that separates the judge from the audience.  When an attorney is admitted 
into the bar, he/she may pass from the audience side to the side of the bar that has business with the court.

An official of the judicial branch appointed or elected to hear and decide questions of law in court cases and 
to make certain that fair procedures are used.  The judge sits on the bench in a black robe.

The jury box is the segregated area where the jury sits.  There are always at least 12 chairs for the jurors and 
usually at least one or two more for alternate jurors.  The jury box is always placed nearest to the witness 
stand so that the jurors have the best opportunity to hear and see the witness with clarity.

The plaintiff, or the party who is prosecuting the case, is the party who carries the burden of proof.  That party 
sits at the counsel table in front of the “well” closest to the jury box regardless of which side the jury box is 
located.

The defendant and/or his or her attorney sit on the other end of the counsel table away from the jury.

Court official, who keeps court records, maintains official files, assists the public and administers the oath to 
jurors and witnesses.  The courtroom clerk sits near the judge.

A person who makes a word-for-word record of what is said in court and produces a transcript of the 
proceedings upon request.  The court reporter sits where he or she can hear what everyone is saying.

Where the one who testifies under oath to what s/he has seen, heard, or otherwise observed sits when giving 
testimony.

A separate room, off limits to all except the jury, where they meet while deliberating the facts of the case.  
The jury is sometimes excused to the Jury Room, by the Judge, when there is a question as to what should be 
presented in the trial.  

A court official whose duties are to keep order in the courtroom and assists the jury.  The bailiff wears a 
uniform and carries a gun.
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